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But this exclamation will be of no avail to quench the
conflagration. No doubt it will some day quench itself, but
it means mutual fratricidal slaughter like' that of the
Yadavas of old who destroyed themselves and relieved the
earth of so much burden. And such a consummation would
any day be preferable to a perpetual conflagration. But no
one would wish for this. What one would devoutly wish
for is some brave step to stop the conflagration before there
is total destruction. This can only be a non-violent step.
How and when it can be taken has to be discovered. The
"Seeker" will be satisfied when the discovery is made. In
my opinion the discovery has already been made. If India
can win Swaraj non-violently even while this conflagra-
tion is going on, the latter is bound to be extinguished by
that one event. That being my firm faith I fought the
Wardha resolution tooth and nail, and secured my freedom
—not indeed to tickle my vanity but for the success of the
experiment. And if I have to forego this freedom—as is
quite likely—it will be for the same purpose.
We read in our religious books that whenever, in the
days of old, all ordinary means failed to secure release from
an ordeal or a calamity, people resorted to tapasya (penance),
i.e. actually burnt themselves; I do not regard these stories
as legendary. Tapasya is of various kinds. Misguided men
can resort to it, as we find them doing today. The wise also
can do it. It is worth while understanding the implication
of tapasya. It was by dint of tapasya that Western scientists
made their discoveries. Tapasya does not simply consist of
betaking oneself to the forest and sitting down there sur-
rounded by blazing fires. That tapasya may even be the
height of folly. We have3 therefore, to discriminate.
The question asked by "A Seeker" does not arise out
of despair. It is intended to quicken the conscience of
those who believe in Ahimsa. I have already shown the way.
It is the fulfilment of the thirteenfold constructive pro-
gramme described in a recent article. Those who will carry
it out in faith, in full knowledge, and without the slightest
fuss, will have done their share in the tapasya to quench the
conflagration. They will achieve two ends at the same time.

